Worksheet 1  Week 20 to 24 April 2020 (Language, 1 day)
Revision of active and passive voice
Remember: if the active person or thing in the sentence (the one doing the verb, a.k.a the subject) comes before the verb, the sentence is in the ACTIVE VOICE, e.g. She grabbed her diary from his hands. When the passive person or thing (the one having the verb done to him, her, or it, a.k.a the object) comes before the verb, the sentence is in the PASSIVE VOICE, e.g. Her diary was grabbed from his hands (by her – optional).
When one changes the sentence from the active to the passive, the focus of the sentence shifts from the subject to the object (i.e. “the diary” is being emphasised rather than “she”).
When such a sentence is changed, the tense has to stay the same. Also the active person or thing still has to be seen to be doing the verb – she is the one grabbing the diary, whether in active or passive voice.
Exercise: Change the following sentences starting with the correct form of the words in brackets
1. He nagged and pestered her. (Her)
2. It was after midnight when I drew my lorry on to the parking grounds in front of Lew’s Café. (It was after midnight when my lorry)
3. Willie had always followed Mary like a faithful poodle. (Mary)
4. They see Willie still eating his bacon and eggs. (Willie)
5. From the rafters hung cobs of dried mealies and pieces of biltong. (Cobs of dried mealies)
6. The cook taught me how to make porridge with bits of biltong in. (Me)
7. You do your work quite satisfactorily. (Your work)
8. I’ve talked the matter over with these gentlemen. (The matter)
9. I will help him during each examination. (Him)
10. He washed the household’s dishes every day of the lockdown. (The household’s dishes)
11. I imagine that nerves are being frayed during lengthy periods of being cooped up with others. (It is)
12. That day and the next, Jerry exercised his lungs as if everything depended on it. (That day and the next, his lungs)
13. The adults solemnly prophesied that the children would not work without supervision. (It was)
14. During the storm the thunder deafened the children sitting at home. (During the storm the children)
15. He saw them sitting down to sausages and listening to the storm. (Them)


